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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON FRG AMBASSADOR ULRICH SAHM 

REF: ANKARA 3845 

1 . AMBASSADOR SAHM WAS FRG AMBASSADOR HERE FOR MORE THAN 
FIVE YEARS. IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO COMING TO MOSCOW, HE WAS 
THE DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT II IN THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY, A 
DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, EAST GERMANY AND 
BERLIN, DEFENSE AND CIVIL DEFENSE. PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS 
INCLUDE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN 
THE FRG FOREIGN OFFICE, DEPUTY FRG REPRESENTATIVE TO NATO, 

THE NATO DESK AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND SIX YEARS WITH THE 
WEU IN LONDON. 

2. SAHM WAS BORN IN 1917. HIS FATHER, A DISTINGUISHED 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, WAS PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE OF DANZIG, 

LORD MAYOR OF BERLIN, AND MINISTER TO NORWAY. SAHM WAS 
TRAINED AS A LAWYER AND IMPRISONED ON SUSPICION OF INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE JULY 20 PLOT AGAINST HITLER. HE IS A LARGE, 

HEAVILY-BUILT MAN WHO IS NOT OBVIOUSLY HANDICAPPED IN 
MOVEMENT ALTHOUGH HE LOST HIS LEFT FOOT AS A YOUTH. 

3. WHILE IN MOSCOW, AMBASSADOR SAHM MAINTAINED VERY 
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CLOSE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL CONTACTS WITH THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY. HE IS AN EXPERIENCED AND PERCEPTIVE POLITICAL 
OBSERVER WHO STRONGLY SUPPORTS A CLOSE U.S.-FRG RELATION- 
SHIP AND WHO WAS INVARIABLY OPEN, FRANK AND COOPERATIVE IN 
DEALING WITH US. ALTHOUGH NOT A SOVIET SPECIALIST, AND 
WITHOUT A KNOWLEDGE OF RUSSIAN, HE DEVELOPED A WIDE 
CIRCLE OF CONTACTS AMONG SOVIET OFFICIALS AND WAS AN 
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EFFECTIVE AND HIGHLY RESPECTED REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS GOVERNMENT 
HERE. HE SHOULD BE A CONGENIAL AND PROFESSIONALLY 
REWARDING COLLEAGUE IN ANKARA. 

4. SAHM SPEAKS FLUENT ENGLISH AND SOME FRENCH. HE IS 
MARRIED, AND HAS TWO YOUNG ADOPTED SONS. HE AND HIS WIFE-- 
WHO ALSO SPEAKS FLUENT ENGLISH -ENTERTAINED GRACIOUSLY AND 
OFTEN, BUT MRS. SAHM SOMETIMES EXPRESSED PRIVATE CONCERN 
THAT HER OFFICIAL DUTIES IMPINGED UPON HER ABILITY TO 
DEVOTE PROPER ATTENTION TO HER FAMILY. MATLOCK 
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